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Research Seminar
Master’s in Economics and Public Policy
First Semester 2026-27
Professor: João Pereira dos Santos
E-mail: joao.santos@iseg.ulisboa.pt
Classes: Thursdays, 18:00–19:30
Objectives
The Research Seminar aims to support students in preparing their Final Master’s Project (TFM) and to ease the transition from the taught part of the master’s programme. This course revisits the different components of the TFM, placing particular emphasis on preparing the research project and on producing a Literature Survey. Key aspects of research work—such as the ISEG rules for preparing the TFM, time management, and scheduling the work—are also addressed.
Programme
Various methodological aspects of research are presented, along with topics corresponding to the different areas studied during the taught part of the master’s. By the end of the semester, students should have acquired the ability to understand:
1. Ethical issues in scientific and academic research;
1. What a Master’s dissertation is;
1. How to use bibliographic databases;
1. How to use quantitative databases;
1. What an internship report and a project work are;
1. How to prepare a Dissertation Plan, Project Work, or Internship Report;
1. How to write a Literature Survey;
1. How to use artificial intelligence applications in research.
Assessment
Assessment in the Seminar is qualitative, with 2 levels (pass/fail), based on the following elements:
1. Quality of the dissertation plan and its presentation;
1. Regular attendance at the various sessions (a maximum of 4 absences from the 90-minute teaching blocks);
1. Attendance at a minimum of 3 sessions of the Economics Department Seminar, from which a report (of a maximum of two A4 pages) must result, to be submitted to the course coordinator.
Consistency of the programme with the objectives
The aim of the Research Seminar is to guide students in applying the knowledge and skills acquired cumulatively during the taught part of the master’s to a research project. By the end of the semester, students should be able to:
1. Apply theoretical and methodological knowledge in identifying research topics and in framing research questions and hypotheses.
1. Produce a literature survey and identify the main sources relevant to their area of research.
1. Develop a research project, or a project or internship report, that is realistic and aligned with the objectives defined for the TFM.
1. Understand the overall process of preparing the TFM, including managing the available time, the pressure and stress involved in completing it, presenting the TFM, and defending it.
Consistency of the methodologies with the objectives
The Research Seminar consists of two types of classes: Joint Seminars with classes from other master’s programmes, which aim to introduce students to the main aspects of research in economics and related areas, and classes that aim to develop students’ ability to participate actively in the research process. Students learn about the research opportunities available in the master’s programme and at ISEG, are supported in choosing a supervisor and in presenting their research project. Students also present a Literature Survey that ideally reflects the initial stage of their research work.
Session schedule
Topics and instructors of the classes held as Joint Seminars with the other master’s programmes:
1. Topic A – What is a master’s dissertation? Luis Costa
1. Topic B – Bibliographic databases; Eduardo Sarmento
1. Topic C – Quantitative Databases and the use of Statistical Software; Vítor Escária
1. Topic E – Ethics in Scientific and Academic Research; Helena Gata






	Date
	Room
	Topic

	17 Sep
	103 F2
	Presentation

	24 Sep
	Anf 2
	Topic E: Ethics in Scientific and Academic Research

	1 Oct
	Anf 2
	Topic A: What is a Master’s dissertation? How to write a literature survey?

	8 Oct
	Anf 2
	Topic B: Bibliographic Databases

	15 Oct
	Anf 2
	Topic C: Quantitative Databases and the use of Statistical Software. Ethical issues in the use of information in preparing the Final Master’s Project

	22 Oct
	103 F2
	Using AI for Research

	29 Oct
	TBA
	Presentation of topics by potential supervisors (subject to availability and liable to change)

	5 Nov
	TBA
	Presentation of topics by potential supervisors (subject to availability and liable to change)

	12 Nov
	103 F2
	Round of individual student meetings

	19 Nov
	103 F2
	Student presentations of Final Master’s Project topics

	26 Nov
	103 F2
	Student presentations of Final Master’s Project topics
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