Sociology

Second Assignment

October 18 – Social Change
1 – When sociologists study any social change, they take particular interest in identifying tipping points—situations in which previously rare events snowball into commonplace ones. Make some references to the most important tipping points for the past 30 years, describing their deep changing nature. A number of key sociological concepts help sociologists answer the question “What about social activity has changed since 1750?” Those concepts describe ongoing changes: industrialization and mechanization, globalization, rationalization, McDonaldization, urbanization, and the information explosion. Refer their centrality and impact in our lives. 
2 - An invention can trigger changes in social activity. For an invention to emerge, however, the cultural base must be large enough to support it. Focusing on all types of innovations, refer the most central, underlining both successes and failures and reasons for that. Social change occurs when someone breaks away from or challenges a paradigm. A scientific revolution occurs when enough people in the community break with the old paradigm and orient their research or thinking according to a new paradigm. Comment this idea centered on Thomas Kuhn’s approach.
3 - Conflict—especially when it involves efforts to resolve a dispute or gain the upper hand—can create new norms, relationships, ways of thinking, and innovations. Social movements occur when enough people organize to resist a change or to make a change. Describe the importance of protest movements and opposition forces in the development of change. 
4 – Left wingers and right wingers develop a particular rhetoric when it comes to discuss social change. Discuss their arguments, based on Albert Otto Hirschman analysis of the rhetoric of progress. 
