Sociology

Sixth Assignment

Religion
1 – All religions have at least three essential characteristics: beliefs about the sacred and the profane, rituals, and a community of worshipers. Do you agree with this statement? What other elements, if any, do you consider crucial to the definition of religion? Can you distinguish religion from witchcraft or magic?  

2 - Civil religion is an institutionalized set of beliefs about a nation’s past, present, and future and a corresponding set of rituals that take on a sacred quality and elicit feelings of patriotism. The dynamics of civil religion are most notable during times of crisis and war and on national holidays. Can we consider civil celebrations as true religions? Taking into account the sense of community and the generation of common beliefs, rituals and worshiping of idols, is football a modern religion?
3 - The functionalist perspective maintains that religion serves vital social functions for the individual and for the group. The functionalist perspective tends to underestimate the negative ways in which people use religion. Comment this perspective, focusing your analysis on the social effects of religion in today’s societies. 
4 - Conflict theorists focus on ways in which people use religion to repress, constrain, and exploit others. Conflict theory underestimates the way people are inspired by religion to change social and economic inequalities Modern capitalism emerged and flourished in Europe and the United States because Calvinism supplied an ideologically supportive spirit or ethic. Comment the previous ideas and describe the way Max Weber found an elective affinity between the protestant ethic and the spirit of modern capitalism. 
