Economic and Financial Sociology

Seventh Assignment

Fiscal Sociology
1 – “There are only two things certain in life: death and taxes”. Despite the centrality of taxes in our lives, Economic Sociology has dedicated scarce attention to the study of public finances. In the first quarter of the XXth century Joseph Schumpeter, Rudolf Goldscheid and some followers of Vilfredo Pareto in Italy (Sensini and Griziotti, among others) were remarkable exceptions. Refer the main contributions of the Austrian and Italian schools to the development of Fiscal Sociology.    

2 – According to a rational model of economic action, people should avoid paying taxes, whenever the levels of control and dependency are low. However, people do pay taxes in most occasions. Try to offer some alternative explanations for the existence of tax compliance that do not rely on control and punishment. The concept of tax culture can be explored. 

3 – The tax revolt has been a constant in many developed countries. The “Tea Party” in the USA is only a contemporary signal of these century old movements. Using a comparison between these protest movements in different countries, try to offer an explanation of their emergence and capacity to survive. 

4 – In Ancient Greece, taxes were no less important than they are today. One of the more sophisticated mechanisms used to enforce fiscal compliance among the rich citizens was named antidosis. Find information on this particular mechanism and explain its importance and inner dynamics.  

